OVERVIEW OF CONNECTIONS 
 

1.)  The goal of the CONNECTIONS program is to provide high school students with an immersion opportunity that helps create a stronger understanding of the multicultural and diverse nature of our schools and society. During this process, leadership skills are developed in cross-cultural understanding, race relations, and how to effectively deal with racism, discrimination, stereotyping and prejudice.
 

Students develop a stronger sense of how they can use their own leadership styles to make positive differences within their own schools and communities.
 

2.) The entire CONNECTIONS program is comprised of three components:

1.) Pre-Trip online work and related activities (approximately 6-10 hours)


2.) Four day residential experience (approximately 62 hours)


3.) Post-Trip online work and related activities (approximately 6-10 hours 


+ completion of a final project)

All online work is conducted and supervised by a CONNECTIONS instructor.  Teachers at the school are not expected to do any online work or marking of students, however each teacher will receive their own password and be able to log into the online work to observe student discussions.

3.)  What is needed from the contact teacher at the school is to help select and organize the students they would like to have participate in this program and to hold several meetings prior to going on the trip and several meetings following the trip.  

While at the camp teachers are not asked to teach or conduct any part of the program.  This is considered a professional development opportunity for teachers.  Teachers are assigned a group of students that they go around with and participate in all of the activities with.  All activities are conducted by onsite staff and expert guest facilitators. 

4.) There is a possibility of students earning 1 -6 CTS credits while doing the CONNECTIONS Program.  Further details of this will be discussed with each participating teacher and school.
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